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safety reasons. One of the
doors shattered and sprayed
glass over a large area. It
currently costs us $400
every three months to have
the automatic doors checked
by an inspector to confirm
that they comply with our
building COF.

4 Women’s Section

Welcome members to our
first newsletter for 2020 and
it’s March already.
On 8 February, the club
hosted a Life Membership
Award presentation for
Deirdre Rich. The function
was attended by 200
guests to recognise the
outstanding service Deirdre has given
to the RSA movement at National,
Regional and local levels. Well done
Deirdre and well-deserved for our first
ex-service female Life Member.
The current layout of the club is
being reviewed by the committee in
relation to allocated areas for darts,
snooker and pool. All members will be
informed of progress before any major
decisions are made.
The sliding glass doors to the
restaurant have been removed for

3 Men’s Group
4 Auckland District Youth Council
and Waitakere Cadet Unit

The complete painting of the interior
of the Club will commence early
March. Memorabilia in being removed
and reviewed to decide which should
be put back up. There may be some
disruption to our usual service.
ANZAC Day this year will return to
our usual commemoration activities
with marching, a full service in the
Community Centre and an afternoon of
food and enjoyment back in the club.
Continue to enjoy this great summer
weather and I will see you at the Bar.

1

From the Editor

8 Ball Club News

There is lots going on and the
club is certainly active at the
moment with refurbishments,
Life Membership Award
presentations, sports, sadly no
more karaoke and my favourite
thing of all – a great new
restaurant menu with the new Team
cooking up an awesome storm. Tama,
Moana and Team have exciting new
food including $12 Tuesdays, Sunday
Buffet, a la carte menu and bar food.
If you haven’t been in to try it yet,
come in and meet the Team and give
it a go. I hope you enjoy it as much as
I do. Check out the next issue for Tama
and Moana’s story.

Hi Everybody

Maryanne Hannen

I hope that you are enjoying 2020 and
that it’s treating you ok.
You should by now have paid your
$10 8 ball fee. Remember if you want
to be in the 8 ball team representing
the Te Atatu club in Saturday games
against other RSA clubs, you must
first be registered with the Te Atatu
8 ball team.
Those keen on coming on the trip to
Rotorua have until the end of March to
pay your deposit of $50. The full cost
is $190. This covers the bus and hotel.
You must be registered with the team
to come.

There is a meeting on the 15 March at
6pm at the RSA. All welcome.
The tournament games are displayed
on the notice board. Please have a
look – and have a go. The in-house
games are open to all members of
the club so put your name up to play.
Usual start time is 12.00 to 12.30.
Club Captain: Susanne
Vice-Captain: Sylvia Marchant
Secretary: Sharon Sybers
Treasurer: Joanne Argent
Thank you and see you next time
Joanne Argent

Welfare Team
2020 has got away to a flying start
with some transport work, 2 funerals
and plenty of visiting.

If you know of anybody who is in a
home, let me know so I can go and
visit them.

Presently we have members in
Canarvon Rest Home, Aaron Court,
Saint Margaret’s and Selwyn Village,
plus there are visits to those at home
who are ailing.

Anyway, looking to the future.
ANZAC Day is fast approaching, but
before that, we have poppy day, so
I will be looking for poppy sellers
and assistants. Many hands make

Purple Poppy Day
Representatives from the Women’s
Section went to Birkenhead RSA
for Purple Poppy Day. There was
a fantastic turn out and It is well
worth attenting.
Purple Poppy Day is held in
remembrance of service animals
killed in the line of duty. They are
now being recognized for their
heroism and it’s very heartwarming
to see that they are not forgotten.
Fundraising on the day totalled
$6,000 - a fabulous effort from
everyone involved. There were dogs
from a school that trains then to work
in the forces and Police dogs were
also in attendanc it was awsome.
Next year I hope more Members can
share in this wonderful experience as
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we honour the work and committment
of our four legged heroes.
Shirley Hooton
Women’s Section Vice President

light work. We will be posting the
availability form at the club around
late March – please don’t be shy.
Come and try – you will enjoy it.
Upwards and onwards!
Ian Henry
Welfare Support

Snooker
Our tournament season is already underway with a win for Manaia Babbington and
Ron Rowland in the first Drawn Pairs of the year.

This is part of a new four tournament
series being run by Ross Rooney.
Thanks for your time and effort Ross.

Our weekly open invitation activities
continue as normal so please feel free
to join us if you so wish.

Next on the list is the Over 65’s on
the 15th of March followed by the
RSA Drawn Pairs on the 22nd of March.
Good luck to all participants.

Bob Wood
Chairman

Te Atatu Senior
Citizens’ Club
We have had a good start to 2020 with
30-40 people on each club day.
It is sad to report the passing of
Ross Cornwall who was well known
to some of our members and good
friend of Pauline Anthony. Ross joined
us on some of our bus trips. He was
92 years old.
Our next bus trip will be on Wednesday
18th March to the Viaduct Basin and
Sanfords Fish Mart with a fish and chip
lunch at Market Galley.
Brian Craig
President

The Quarterdeck
No news is usually good news, and
the good news is that Banjo is back
with us – up kicking and drinking. His
operation went well (we hope) and his
life is extended.
I’m not being a scaredy cat but anybody
not feeling well should seek help.
The present trouble with coronavirus
is a worry. and anybody with flu like
symptoms should phone Healthline.

The Rod Stewart show was great.
As a pomy Naval Rating, the song
“We are Sailing” was memorable.
HMS Ark Royal adopted it as it’s theme
tune, playing it whenever they could.
We used to cringe when we heard that
tune and ship entering harbor.
The present carrier fleet Queen
Elizabeth (pictured) and Prince of Wales
are huge – crewed by mixed sex crews.

Here on the quarterdeck just a few
“old boys’ remain. Maybe one day we
will be joined by the next generation
of service people who want to sit
and chat about what was and what’s
to be...
Cheers
Stokes

Men’s Group
We have had a few meetings over the
last couple of months, but naturally
have been less active during the
holiday season owing to family
commitments and a certain amount
of uncertain health . We have had a
couple of lunch outings, one enjoyable
one being a trip to Huia. A jaunt to

Waiheke Island is being considered.
In the course of meetings and
telephone chats we have discovered
how interesting other people’s lifeexperiences can be. The range so far
includes amateur radio, flying, rockhounding, motor engineering and the
property market.

More members would provide even
more interest. Anyone who would like
to join us can ring me on 834 5707.
We don’t do anything that requires
bulging wallets or bulging muscles.
Peter Baran
President
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Women’s Section
Hello to all our Members from the
Women’s Section ladies and myself.
This year is already in full swing.
The ladies have already dressed the
tables, and are already in planning for
ANZAC Day which is one of the events
we really enjoy hosting.
The ladies have been removing the
memorabilia from the walls preparing
for refurbishment of the RSA.
Shirley, Irene and Sylvia represented
our ladies at the Birkenhead RSA
on the 24th of February 2020 at the
Purple Poppy day. Bob (Bokit) Hill
Vice President of RNZRSA and Diane
Wilson President of the RNZRSA
National Women’s Association were
in attendance. Auckland ladies were
well represented from many of the
Auckland RSAs. This will be an annual

event, and one which is celebrated
around the world with Australia
having celebrated it for the last
12 years. America has always had
a very proud support network for
recognition for their Animals in
Service and we now also have the UK,
France and the last to come on board
is Canada. It is heart warming that
we recognise these special service
animals as they go above and beyond.
Our Assistance Dog Kira is doing well.
She was born on the 15th April.
She is one of 3 puppies from that
litter and loves to investigate
new things. By contributing to the
Assistance Dog program, we are
enriching lives in our community.
We lost one of our ladies this January
2020; Norma Stirrup after a short
illness. Norma was a strong supporter

and worker within the Women’s
Section for many years and was a life
member at the Pt Chev and Henderson
RSAs. She will be missed.
On a personnel note, I would like
to thank the Women’s Section for
dressing the tables and making the
place sparkle for my Life Membership
presentation event. It was a very
special event in my life and I feel very
proud of the honour.
This year, as we did last year, we
donated to the Rangitira Ward at
Waitakere Hospital. This is the district
children’s ward servicing a very large
area and our donation helped to
brighten Christmas Day for children in
hospital over the festive season.
Deidre Rich
President

Auckland District Youth Council and Waitakere Cadet Unit
The Auckland District Youth Council has
now become a sub-committee of the
Auckland District RSA organisation and
I have been appointed Chairperson.

Managers and will be hosted by the
Sydney RSL clubs. The tour leaves on
Sunday 19 April and returns Sunday
27 April.

In the coming months we will be
looking for volunteers from Auckland
RSAs to sit on the Youth Development
Committee and assist in deciding what
projects to undertake for the Youth of
Auckland RSAs and Cadet units.

The Waitakere Cadet Unit is
celebrating it’s 30th anniversary
this year and will be organising an
anniversary dinner for current and
ex cadets and VIP’s.

They are continuing to do FUCO
fundraising – starting with the
Helensville AMP show and Easter
show this year. They will also be
assisting Te Atatu and Henderson
RSAs with Poppy Day collections.

The Te Atatu RSA has given a $1500
grant to upgrade and purchase new
trophies for the unit.

Phil Curtis
Te Atatu RSA Representative Cadets
Chair Youth Development Committee

The 50th Anniversary tour to Australia
will be undertaken by 6 past Tour
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At their first parade this year they had
seven potential new cadets attend so
the unit is in good shape.

